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immediately referred to the Depart-
ment for consideration as to whether
acceptance of accreditation will be
granted.

(e) Change of classification to that of a
foreign government official. In the case
of an alien in the United States seek-
ing a change of nonimmigrant classi-
fication under INA 248 to a classifica-
tion under INA 101(a)(15)(A) (i) or (ii),
the question of acceptance of accredi-
tation is determined by the Depart-
ment.

(f) Termination of status. The Depart-
ment may, in its discretion, cease to
recognize as entitled to classification
under INA 101(a)(15)(A) (i) or (ii) any
alien who has nonimmigrant status
under that provision.

(g) Classification of foreign government
official. A foreign government official
or employee seeking to enter the
United States temporarily other than
as a representative or employee of a
foreign government is not classifiable
under the provisions of INA
101(a)(15)(A).

(h) Courier and acting courier on offi-
cial business—(1) Courier of career. An
alien regularly and professionally em-
ployed as a courier by the government
of the country to which the alien owes
allegiance is classifiable as a non-
immigrant under INA 101(a)(15)(A)(i), if
the alien is proceeding to the United
States on official business for that gov-
ernment.

(2) Official acting as courier. An alien
not regularly and professionally em-
ployed as a courier by the government
of the country to which the alien owes
allegiance is classifiable as a non-
immigrant under INA 101(a)(15)(A)(ii),
if the alien is holding an official posi-
tion and is proceeding to the United
States as a courier on official business
for that government.

(3) Nonofficial serving as courier. An
alien serving as a courier but not regu-
larly and professionally employed as
such who holds no official position
with, or is not a national of, the coun-
try whose government the alien is serv-
ing, shall be classified as a non-
immigrant under INA 101(a)(15)(B).

(i) Official of foreign government not
recognized by the United States. An offi-
cial of a foreign government not recog-
nized de jure by the United States, who

is proceeding to or through the United
States on an official mission or to an
international organization shall be
classified as a nonimmigrant under
INA 101(a)(15) (B), (C), or (G)(iii).

§ 41.23 Accredited officials in transit.
An accredited official of a foreign

government intending to proceed in
immediate and continuous transit
through the United States on official
business for that government is enti-
tled to the benefits of INA 212(d)(8) if
that government grants similar privi-
leges to officials of the United States,
and is classifiable C–3 under the provi-
sions of INA 101(a)(15)(C). Members of
the immediate family, attendants,
servants, or personal employees of such
an official receive the same classifica-
tion as the principal alien.

§ 41.24 International organization
aliens.

(a) Definition of international organiza-
tion. ‘‘International organization,’’
means any public international organi-
zation which has been designated by
the President by Executive Order as
entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemp-
tions, and immunities provided for in
the International Organizations Immu-
nities Act. (59 Stat. 669)

(b) Aliens coming to international orga-
nizations. (1) An alien is classifiable
under INA 101(a)(15)(G) if the consular
officer is satisfied that the alien is
within one of the classes described in
that section and seeks to enter or tran-
sit the United States in pursuance of
official duties. If the purpose of the
entry or transit is other than pursu-
ance of official duties, the alien is not
classifiable under INA 101(a)(15)(G).

(2) An alien applying for a visa under
the provisions of INA 101(a)(15)(G) may
not be refused solely on the grounds
that the applicant is not a national of
the country whose government the ap-
plicant represents.

(3) An alien seeking to enter the
United States as a foreign government
representative to an international or-
ganization, who is also proceeding to
the United States on official business
as a foreign government official within
the meaning of INA 101(a)(15)(A), shall
be issued a visa under that section, if
otherwise qualified.
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(4) An alien not classifiable under
INA 101(a)(15)(A) but entitled to classi-
fication under INA 101(a)(15)(G) shall be
classified under the latter section, even
if also eligible for another non-
immigrant classification.

§ 41.25 NATO representatives, officials,
and employees.

(a) Classification. An alien shall be
classified under the symbol NATO–1,
NATO–2, NATO–3, NATO–4, or NATO–5
if the consular officer is satisfied that
the alien is seeking admission to the
United States under the applicable pro-
vision of the Agreement on the Status
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion, National Representatives and
International Staff, or is a member of
the immediate family of an alien clas-
sified NATO–1 through NATO–5. (See
§ 41.12 for classes of aliens entitled to
classification under each symbol.)

(b) Armed services personnel. Armed
services personnel entering the United
States in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Agreement Between the
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty
Regarding the Status of Their Forces
or in accordance with the provisions of
the Protocol on the Status of Inter-
national Military Headquarters Set Up
Pursuant to the North Atlantic Treaty
may enter the United States under the
appropriate treaty waiver of documen-
tary requirements contained in § 41.1
(d) or (e). If a visa is issued it is classi-
fiable under the NATO–2 symbol.

(c) Dependents of armed services per-
sonnel. Dependents of armed services
personnel referred to in paragraph (b)
of this section shall be classified under
the symbol NATO–2.

(d) Members of civilian components and
dependents. Alien members of a civilian
component accompanying a force en-
tering in accordance with the provi-
sions of the NATO Status-of-Forces
Agreement, and dependents, or alien
members of a civilian component at-
tached to or employed by an Allied
Headquarters under the Protocol on
the Status of International Military
Headquarters, and dependents shall be
classified under the symbol NATO–6.

(e) Attendant, servant, or personal em-
ployee of an alien classified NATO–1
through NATO–6. An alien attendant,
servant, or personal employee of an

alien classified NATO–1 through
NATO–6, and any member of the imme-
diate family of such attendant, serv-
ant, or personal employee, shall be
classified under the symbol NATO–7.

§ 41.26 Diplomatic visas.

(a) Definitions. (1) Diplomatic passport
means a national passport bearing that
title and issued by a competent author-
ity of a foreign government.

(2) Diplomatic visa means any non-
immigrant visa, regardless of classi-
fication, which bears that title and is
issued in accordance with the regula-
tions of this section.

(3) Equivalent of a diplomatic passport
means a national passport, issued by a
competent authority of a foreign gov-
ernment which does not issue diplo-
matic passports to its career diplo-
matic and consular officers, indicating
the career diplomatic or consular sta-
tus of the bearer.

(b) Place of application. With the ex-
ception of certain aliens in the United
States issued nonimmigrant visas by
the Department under the provisions of
§ 41.111(b), application for a diplomatic
visa shall be made at a diplomatic mis-
sion or at a consular office authorized
to issue diplomatic visas, regardless of
the nationality or residence of the ap-
plicant.

(c) Classes of aliens eligible to receive
diplomatic visas. (1) A nonimmigrant
alien who is in possession of a diplo-
matic passport or its equivalent shall,
if otherwise qualified, be eligible to re-
ceive a diplomatic visa irrespective of
the classification of the visa under
§ 41.12 if within one of the following
categories:

(i) Heads of states and their alter-
nates;

(ii) Members of a reigning royal fam-
ily;

(iii) Governors-general, governors,
high commissioners, and similar high
administrative or executive officers of
a territorial unit, and their alternates;

(iv) Cabinet ministers and their as-
sistants holding executive or adminis-
trative positions not inferior to that of
the head of a departmental division,
and their alternates;

(v) Presiding officers of chambers of
national legislative bodies;
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